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YAD’s Mission

Thank you for your generous support of our Young Adult Division (YAD), a program of JEWISHcolorado. 
This report provides you with a complete explanation of YAD’s programs and financial figures from 
the previous fiscal year that you helped make possible. These successes are helping YAD produce 

bigger and better programs to serve the Jewish young adult community. 

A ShoRt oveRview oF the NumbeRS:

YAD engagement FY 2015

Total YAD Giving $582,930

Total Jco Giving $11.2 million

Percentage of YAD Giving 5.2%

Total YAD Donors 630

Total Jco Donors 4,753

Percentage of YAD Donors 13.2%

Thank you!

overview

We are making a difference in Colorado by building an incredible place to be Jewish.   
YAD provides adults ages 21-45 with on-ramps for engagement through robust programming, 
connections, and by making Colorado an inclusive, meaningful and vibrant place to be Jewish.  
To accomplish the above mission, YAD employs a three-tiered strategy centered around three  
areas of engagement; LIVE Jewish, GIVE Jewish, and LEAD Jewish. 

For more information, or to get involved, contact YAD@JEWISHcolorado.org
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SMECA not only describes our impact, it is the process for being 
ordained as a Rabbi and means blanket in Hebrew. This speaks 
to the unique nature and role of our work. In essence, we wrap 
our arms around, and cover, our global Jewish community.

Our Strategic Grantmaking is Focused on Three Key Areas.

We Have Two Powerful Mission Objectives.

ENGAGE CARE ADVOCATE

SECURE MOBILIZE
we SecuRe,  

StewARD, AND ShARe 
philANthRopic AND 
humAN ReSouRceS.

Through an Annual 
Campaign, as well as 

endowment and planned 
giving strategies, we 

maximize the generosity 
of those who donate to us 
to create a vibrant Jewish 

community.

we mobilize 
the commuNitY
iN timeS oF NeeD.
We leverage resources 
and people to help  
our community  
here and around  
the world when we are 
needed most.

we eNgAge the Next 
geNeRAtioN iN beiNg JewiSh.
We invest in the next generation 
through value-added community 
programs that include everything 
from early childhood education 
scholarships, to Jewish summer 
camp, to a robust Young Adult 
Department (YAD) that engages 
21-45 year olds in how to live,  
give, and lead Jewishly.

we cARe FoR thoSe  
who ARe vulNeRAble.
We raise and distribute dollars 
locally and globally to help feed 
the hungry, care for the sick and 
elderly, and help build a strong 
and supportive Jewish world.

we SuppoRt iSRAel AND 
ADvocAte FoR the 
JewiSh woRlD.
We are a voice for Israel and Jews 
around the world. We educate, 
empower, and connect our local 
community to the global Jewish 
community through strategic 
grant making, programs, and 
supplemental campaign initiatives.
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engagement

Jco boards, chairs,  
committees & event chairs

mens event and  
choiceS Recruitment chairs

missions
National Young  

leadership cabinet (NYlc)
YAD committees

Young leadership Awards

ben-gurion Society (bgS)
bgS cocktails with A macher

individual giving
men’s event/choiceS

Super Sunday

community Sponsorships
community calendar

it’s Real | israel
Kosher Fish in the Sea
taglit-birthright israel

tribe engagement Network
YAD cares

YAD Family Shabbat
YAD Shabbat

80
iNDiviDuAl leADeRS

630
DoNoRS

1,000 
uNique pARticipANtS

2,275 
pRogRAm  

pARticipANtS
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YAD hosts a quarterly Shabbat dinner open to the entire 
Jewish young adult community in Denver and Boulder.  
While our first dinner in 2009 had just 30 people, we now see an 
average attendance of over 130 young people. Thanks to the 
support of the Sprinces Wong Family Foundation, we held four 
dinners in FY2015, touching over 510 individuals. 

We employ a “Mishkan Approach” to YAD Shabbat, making sure to hold our dinners in a variety of 
locations around town. Our evenings begin with an optional, peer lead, pluralistic Kabbalat Shabbat 
service - led by enthusiastic community members. Following the completion of the service, the 
traditional Shabbat blessings are recited before the buffet dinner begins.  This leads to an enjoyable and 
fun atmosphere of spirituality and community. Every dinner incorporates a Mitzvah project, determined 
by our YAD Cares committee. 

Dinners were held at the following locations over the past year:
■  July 18, 2014 – temple emanuel – 140 attendees

•  Mitzvah Project – “Beat the Heat” summer items for the homeless
■  october 24, 2014 – “pink Shabbat” -  Denver post building – 130 attendees

•  Mitzvah Project – Collecting winter items for cancer patients and survivors.
■  January 30, 2015 – “birthright/israel Shabbat” - Denver Jcc – 130 attendees

•  Mitzvah Project – Winter items for the homeless
■  April 17, 2015 – “green Shabbat” – Denver Jcc – 110 attendees

•  Mitzvah Project – Canned food items for Jewish Family Services

YAD Family Shabbat was created as an extension of our successful 
YAD Shabbat program. Funded by the Bender Family Foundation, 
Chotin Family Foundation and Robert B. Sturm, JEWISHcolorado 
launched the inaugural YAD Family Shabbat program on May 1, 2015, 
engaging in Shabbat friendly family programming for young couples 
and their children.  Over 200 adults and children attended and the 
energy and excitement in the room was felt by all.

Due to the generosity of our donors, the goal is to have four YAD 
Family Shabbat events per year with the objective of engaging  
1,000 adults and children in the Shabbat experience over the course of FY2016.

YAD Shabbat

YAD Family Shabbat

live programs
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Started in 2012 as a way to provide an open forum for the community to discuss and learn about 
issues relating to Israel, it’s Real | israel became a popular YAD program attracting 30-40 participants 
each month.  it’s Real | israel has grown into a nationally recognized program and was highlighted 
during the Fedovation Session at JFNA’s 2014 General Assembly. 
The following is a list of programs:

It’s Real | Israel

live programs

In June 2015, we celebrated a strong recruitment year, sending a full 
bus of 40 young adults from Denver on the life-changing 10-day trip to 
Israel known as Taglit-Birthright Israel. In May of 2015, JEWISHcolorado 
hosted a “Colorado Community Birthright Orientation” program for 
over 70 individuals from all 
over Colorado, who were 

participating on a number of different Birthright trips over 
the summer—not just our Colorado Community Bus. 

Participants returned home having built new friendships 
with other young adults from Colorado and celebrated 
a newfound spark and interest in the State of Israel. 
Many are now frequent guests at our It’s Real | Israel 
series, allowing us to see first-hand the impact that 
visiting Israel can have. This trip is made possible 
by the generous support of Robert B. Sturm and 
JEWISHcolorado.

Taglit - Birthright Israel
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month topic Discussion

July 2014
the israel/hamas 
war of 2014

A discussion about the kidnapping and murder of three Israeli teens, the retribution 
against a Palestinian teen, and the violence that led to the war between Hamas and 
Israel in the summer of 2014.

August 2014
the Nuances of 
the conflict

Dr. Shaul Gabbay, a scholar at the Joseph Korbel School of International Studies at the 
University of Denver, came to give an overview of the area’s geopolitics and discuss 
the nuances of the ongoing conflict, including the Green line, Settlements, and more.

September
2014

is israel An  
Apartheid State?

We were pleased to welcome South African journalist and writer, Benjamin Pogrund, to 
hear about his career and mistreatment reporting on Apartheid in South Africa and his 
opinion on whether Israel is truly an Apartheid state.

october  
2014

top chef hummus 
challenge and 
the responsibility 
of Jewish young 
adults in israel

Michal, our community Shlichah, taught how to make hummus and we welcomed 
JEWISHcolorado President and CEO, Doug Seserman, to talk about the responsibility  
of Jewish organizations and individuals around Israel.

November
2014

israel 2048
A contest at two of Israel’s top marketing and design schools yielded artistic 
projections of what Israeli’s Independence Day poster will look like at 100 years old.

December 
2014

is this the Next 
intifada?

Looking at the current wave of violence in Israel over the past several months, including 
the escalation of protests and violence and the attack on a synagogue in Har Nof in 
November, we discussed the question, “Is this the next Intifada?”

January 
2015

zionism: what 
is it and is it still 
relevant

66 years after the creation of the modern State of Israel, we discussed the relevancy 
of Theodore Herzl’s original idea of Zionism and whether the definition of Zionism has 
evolved over time.

February  
2015

“Yes miss 
commander!”

We screened a portion of the documentary, “Yes, Miss Commander!”, which follows a 
group of male Israeli soldiers from backgrounds of violence, abuse, crime and drugs as 
they come to a special training program - led by young female soldiers from normative 
homes - designed to improve their self-image and teach them discipline and military 
skills.

march 2015
“bibi of ‘bama: 
where do you 
stand?”

Following Benjamin Netanyahu’s address to Congress about Iran, we looked at the 
timeline of events that led to his speech, the reactions from the different sides, and 
discussed the main issue of whether the US-Israel relationship is in trouble.

April 2015
Yom hazikaron/ 
israel memorial 
Day

Following the community Yom Hazikaron service, we focused on Israel Memorial Day, 
the difference between it and America’s Memorial Day, and why they are viewed and 
celebrated so differently.

may 2015 
Schmooze with the 
Jews and News

With a host of stories relating to Israel in the news, we discussed a variety of  
issues that have been present in Israel and the larger Jewish world.

It’s Real | Israel

live programs
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Kosher Fish in the Sea is YAD’s singles happy hour. The program is held at popular 
locations throughout the Denver area. The goal is to create an inviting atmosphere 
for young Jews to gather, meet, mingle, and create new connections, friendships, 
and on-ramps to the Jewish community.  There was an average attendance of  
30 people per event.

“Kosher Fish” was held at the following locations over the past year:
■  September 8, 2014 – Machete Tequila + Tacos 
■  November 17, 2014 – The Hornet
■  February 2, 2015 – Stoney’s Bar and Grill 
■  June 15, 2015 – Mile High Spirits

Kosher Fish in the Sea (Community Happy Hour)

Convened by the Young Adult Department (YAD) of JEWISHcolorado, the Tribe Engagement network 
(TEN) is a program which brings together a diverse group of Jewish organizational professionals 
and lay leaders working to engage young Jewish adults throughout Colorado. The group develops 
innovative and collaborative programming, leverages members’ areas of expertise, and strengthens 
community engagement, building a better Jewish community.

In March of 2015, TEN held a planning meeting to review the group’s strengths and weaknesses. 
We emerged with a new TEN structure which will focus on: professional Development sessions led 
by subject matter experts in the community; organizational highlights which will provide each 
organization the opportunity to highlight their work in the community, focusing on their organization 
as a whole or a specific program or objective; case Study sessions, prepared by TEN members, 
devoted to reviewing situations that highlight a specific issue or challenge they are experiencing in 
their organizations. This new model will be implemented beginning in the 2016 Fiscal Year.

Tribe Engagement Network (TEN)

live programs

Anti-Defamation League (ADL), American Israel Political Action Committee (AIPAC), B’nai B’rith, 
Boulder JCC Flatiron Tribe, Colorado Agency for Jewish Education (CAJE), DU Hillel, E-3 Events, 
Hadassah, Hazon, Denver JCC, JNFuture, Jewish Outreach Initiative (JOI), Judaism Your Way, Kavod 
Senior Life, Mizel Museum, Moishe House, Rocky Mountain Jewish Historical Society, Temple Emanuel’s 
Hineini Project, and Young Adult Department (YAD)/JEWISHcolorado.

TEN Members
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Over 20 organizations make up the Tribe Engagement Network (TEN). Our ability to collaborate 
within TEN has become an integral part of programming for large holiday events and parties 
including vodka latke (December) and pour’em purim (March). Throughout the year, we are able 
to avoid overlapping programs and pool our collective resources to give the Jewish young adult 
community amazing Jewish experiences that are looked forward to each year.

TEN Community Events

The Vodka Latke Party, hosted by TEN and YAD, is the largest Chanukah party in town. On December 
20, 2014, we had 110 young adults attend a great night celebrating Chanukah with latkes and 
cocktails at Jake’s Food and Spirits. Generous support for this program was provided by Andrew 
Feinstein and his team at Jake’s. 

Vodka Latke Chanukah Party - December 20, 2014

Purim is a holiday for celebration and YAD knows how to celebrate! On March 7, 2015, 120 YAD’ers 
attended Pour’em Purim, a TEN collaborative event, held at the Absolut Lounge at Exdo Event 
Center. Generous support for this program was provided by Andrew Feinstein and his team at Exdo. 

Pour’em Purim - March 7, 2015

On July 17, 2014, TEN took a group of about 20-25 young Jewish adults to Lakeside Amusement Park 
to celebrate summer. Attendees brought snacks and food for a picnic dinner before heading into the 
park to experience the amazing and thrilling rides. As Lakeside is owned by a Jewish family, they were 
very generous in offering us discounted tickets to the park. 

Summer Program - July 17, 2014

Throughout the year we sponsor and support many other Jewish young adult programs in the 
community including: Heebonism by E-3 Events, Ignite Chanukah by Flatiron Tribe, JNF’s Wine and 
Cheese, Anti-Defamation League’s Governor’s Holocaust Memorial, Rocky Mountain Jewish Historical 
Society’s Annual Heritage Award Dinner, and many others.

Partnerships and Community Support

live programs
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The Ben-Gurion Society (BGS) is a national giving society through 
the Jewish Federations of North America (JFNA) that is open to YAD 
individuals, ages 21-45, who donate $1,000 or more (or couples who 
donate $2,000 or more) per year towards JEWISHcolorado’s Annual 
Campaign.  Ben-Gurion Society members receive special recognition 
at select JEWISHcolorado events, and at local BGS Cocktails with a 
Macher Series.  In 2015, we had 143 BGS members.

Ben-Gurion Society (BGS)

BGS Cocktails with a Macher gives our BGS and prospective BGS members the unique and exclusive 
opportunity to meet distinctive leaders and philanthropists in our community and hear how their Jewish 
values have influenced their personal, professional, and philanthropic life.  We celebrate in the engagement 
of 143 total participants,  of which 103 were unique participants to this program alone. 

This past year, YAD and BGS were pleased to present the following Machers in our community:
■  September 2014 – Mark and Jackie Wong – Wong Residence, Boulder, CO – 33 attendees
■  January 2015 – Harold Grueskin – Colorado Automobile Dealers Association – Denver, CO – 
    50 Attendees
■  April 2015 – Herzl and Hazel Melmed – Mizel Museum, Denver, CO – 60 attendees

Cocktails with a Macher

give programs

Jackie Sprinces Wong and Mark Wong
Herzl and Hazel Melmed
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JEWISHcolorado’s two signature events, Men’s Event and Choices are annual campaign events, 
each with a minimum requested gift of $180.  In 2015, YAD represented a total of 603 attendees at 
Men’s Event and Choices, with a successful and well-attended YAD pre-reception at each. Between 
the two events, YAD raised a total of $171,163. This year, we also began conversations centered 
around the importance of monthly giving. For example, by giving just $83/month (~$1000 a year), a 
YAD individual can become a BGS member, and for only $18/month (=$216 a year), an individual 
can exceed the suggested minimum gift amounts at either of these two events. In the coming year, 
we plan to continue these conversations with YAD members with the hope that it will inspire more 
people to participate in monthly giving. 

Attendees who made gifts gift totals
Men’s Event 344 180 $130,565

CHOICES 259 102 $40,598

Total 603 282 $171,163

Men’s Event and CHOICES

give programs

At JEWISHcolorado’s annual Super Sunday fundraising phonathon, YAD represented 33% of the total 
volunteers. It was a pleasure to have young people at Super Sunday contributing to the success of our 
community. We raised $200,000 from 175 donors, due in large part to the help of our YAD volunteers.

YAD at Super Sunday
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lead programs

YAD is extremely thankful to have such an active community engaged in leadership. In addition to our full-
time YAD professionals, we have a six-person YAD Executive committee, led by our YAD Chair.  Our LIVE, GIVE, 
LEAD pillars are led by various young adults who help make all of YAD’s programming possible.  

For a full list of YAD Executive and Committee members, see Addendum 1 and 2  

YAD Executive Committee and All-YAD Committees

Following an expressed desire from JEWISHcolorado’s President and CEO, Doug Seserman, to 
have JEWISHcolorado’s board and committees be comprised of at least 30% YAD participants, 
we are working towards reaching that goal. Currently, the eight major boards and committees at 
JEWISHcolorado have an average YAD representation of 28%. 

JEWISHcolorado’s Annual Meeting includes the Young Leadership Awards, which recognizes a male and 
female who have each displayed exemplary dedication and leadership in the young adult community. 
Our 2015 award winners were David Farahi, receiving the Ruth and Warren Toltz Young Leadership 
Award, and whitney chotin wolz, receiving the Charlotte B. Tucker Young Leadership Award. 

30/30 YAD Leadership

Young Leadership Awards

David Farahi Whitney Chotin Wolz
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lead programs

Cabinet is a six-year leadership development program, comprised of approximately 375 men 
and women across the U.S. and Canada who demonstrate the highest levels of leadership to the 
community. National Young Leadership Cabinet recognizes men and women, ages 30 to 46, who 
make a gift of at least $5,000 to the community’s Annual Campaign.  Cabinet members have the 
opportunity to participate in exclusive missions around the world. In the spring of 2015, we had 
nine local cabinet members participate in the Study Mission to Budapest and Bucharest.  
In FY15, JEWISHcolorado and YAD had15 local 
members,with four participants holding National Portfolios. 
Membership is by nomination only.

In August of 2014, Cabinet held their 2015 Annual Retreat in 
Charlotte, NC, with their 2016 Annual Retreat held at the  
Omni Interlocken in Broomfield, CO in August of 2015.

For a list of current NYLC members, see Addendum 3

National Young Leadership Cabinet (NYLC)

The mission of the Wexner Heritage Program is to expand the vision of Jewish volunteer leaders, deepen 
their Jewish knowledge and confidence, and inspire them to exercise transformative leadership in the 
Jewish community. The program fulfills this mission by educating up-and-coming Jewish lay leaders in 
the history, thought, texts, and contemporary leadership challenges of the Jewish People. Nearly 1,800 
leaders from 33 North American cities have participated in the program. 

Currently, YAD and JEWISHcolorado are very proud to have 
21 community members, all current leaders in our community, 
participating in this program. 

For a list of current Wexner Heritage Fellows, see Addendum 4.

Wexner Heritage Program
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We, once again, would like to sincerely thank you for your generous support of the YAD program. 
While we are exceptionally proud of all of our existing programs, our work continues, developing 
new programs and opportunities to make sure we are able to provide a meaningful and engaging 
environment for the Jewish young adults in Denver, Boulder, and Israel. 

thank you!
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Seth Wong – YAD Chair
JJ Slatkin – Past Leadership Chair
Jesse Blum – LIVE Co-Chair

Dani Tavbin – LIVE Co-Chair
Alan Frosh – GIVE Chair
Hilary Cooper – LEAD Chair

YAD Executive Committee

Yoni Alon 
Cynthia Apfelbaum 
Rachel Baum 
Alyce Blum 
Jess Bommarito 
Manda Burke 
Megan Clark 
Goldie Cohen 
Leslie Dias 

Leyla Eraybar 
Eran Fraenkel
Nicole Friedman 
Adriane Greenberg 
Elyssa Hammerman 
Michael Kane 
Peter Katz 
Sarah Michaud 
Alex Milzer 

Jenna Morris 
Samantha Rutsky 
Nathaniel Shull 
Zach Silverman 
Hannah Solomon 
Carolin  Topelson
Mary Ann Weiss 
Shannon Weiss 
Josh Yeddis 

All-YAD Committee

Tobey Borus*
Randy Brunschwig
Goldie Cohen
Daniel Feiner*
Dorit Fischer
Jennifer Gilbert-Kaufmann
Lisa W. Perlmutter*
Brett Perry

Jessica Pivar
Cintra Pollack
Tara Schoenwald
Trip Stern
David Weitzenfeld
Seth Wong
Amy Zeppelin 

New members for the  
2015-2016 class
Whitney Chotin Wolz
Joey Friedmann
Katie Frisch
Melanie Weitzenfeld 

National Young Leadership Cabinet Members - 2014 - 2015

Jeffrey Aronheim 
Jodi Asarch
Dirk Bird 
Randy Brunschwig
Ilan Caplan 
Jacqueline Cooper Melmed
Andra Davidson  

Rena Dulberg
Lisa Engbar  
Daniel Feiner
Andrew Feinstein 
Beth Margolis
Cintra Pollack 
Matthew Rich

Susan Rona 
Ean Seeb
Jonathan Slatkin  
Susan Stern
Dana Waldbaum 
Seth Wong
Joann Zell

Colorado Wexner Heritage Program Cohort - 2014 -2016

addendums

* Denotes 6th Year Participant in FY2015


